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POLICY & PROCEDURE
SUBJECT:
Reactivation Option
POLICY
The nurse with an expired certification shall have a one-time option to reactivate the credential without testing.
PROCEDURE
1.
To reactivate an expired certification, the nurse must have held an active ONC, OCNS-C, or ONP-C credential within the previous 2 years.

2.
The former ONC must be able to demonstrate at least 500 hours of practice per year for the previous 2 years.  The former OCNS-C or ONP-C must be able to demonstrate at least 750 hours of practice per year for the previous 2 years.

3.
The former ONC must complete one of two continuing education options.  The nurse may provide document of 20 contact hours of continuing education in orthopaedics for each year or part of a year since credential expiration.  Continuing education certificates must be submitted with the reactivation application as proof of completion.  Alternately, the nurse may complete the Comprehensive Orthopaedic Review course offered by NAON.  The RN can complete the course in any of the offered formats, including classroom instruction or electronic products.  The continuing education certificates must be submitted with the reactivation application as proof of course completion.

4.
The former OCNS-C or ONP-C must complete a portfolio detailing presentations, publications, and research completed during the previous 2 years.  All information must be verified by inclusion of copies of publications or syllabi.  

5.
Each former certificant must prepare a written statement describing his or her plan for professional development over the 5-year term of certification.  This could include any academic course work as well as anticipated attendance at major conferences.  The statement should also identify the role that certification plays in the nurse’s professional life and include the individual’s answer to the question, “Why do you want to reactivate your orthopaedic nursing certification?”.  The statement should be no more than two pages in length. 

6.
The former certificant must pay reactivation fees equal to the current examination fee established by the ONCB.

7.
All applications for ONC reactivation will be audited by the Recertification Committee.  The committee may direct any questions regarding the appropriateness of candidates’ written statements to the ONCB.

8.
All applications for OCNS-C or ONP-C reactivation will be evaluated by the Test Committee.  The committee may direct any questions regarding the appropriateness of candidates’ materials to the ONCB.

9.
The reactivation option may only be used once by a nurse with an expired credential.

